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Examining the Call to 

Discipleship

 Matthew 28:18-20
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.”
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 – Luke 9:23-25

 Then he said to them all: "If anyone would 

come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow me.  For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will save it.  

What good is it for a man to gain the whole 

world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?
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 John 13:34-35
34 “A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 35 By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you love 

one another.”
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What are Disciples Like?

 Disciples learn and follow

 Disciples sense an “urge” to follow 

 Disciples are called and respond to a 

disciplined life 

 “It is simply absurd to say you believe, or 

even want to believe in Jesus, if you do not do 

anything he tells you.” (George MacDonald)

 Anyone may and should follow the call  
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Difference between 

Disciple and Apostle
 A Disciple (learner) is a student, one who 

learns from a teacher

 An Apostle (messenger) is sent to deliver 

the teachings to others

The word “apostle” has two meanings

• Messenger 

• The Original 12 Men selected by Jesus Christ 
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 Self Denial is Essential 

 Self-denial for its own sake is not a virtue, but apex of 

arrogance (C.S. Lewis) 

 Say no to self in order to say yes to God 

 Take up your mission

 What is my mission / my calling in life? 

• “Many of us seek the answer before we’re willing to walk the 

path of obedience. In fact, we step off the path of obedience 

to try to figure it out. I’m convinced that when we choose the 

life and deny ourselves the right to run our own lives, then 

we’ll find our cross waiting on the path of obedience. That’s 

when we ‘take it up’.” (Hull, p. 124) 

What are Disciples Like?
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What are Disciples Like?

 We take up the cross “daily” and follow

 Life is dynamic – Holy Spirit continues to 

reveal and require submission

 The Grand Paradox: In losing my life,

I gain my soul

 Jesus knows both how we are made, and 

where we need to go    
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Six-Fold Transformation of Being 

Conformed to Christ’s Image

 Transformed Mind:

Believing what Jesus believed 

 Transformed Character:

Living the way Jesus lived 

 Transformed Relationships:

Loving as Jesus loved 
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Six-Fold Transformation of Being 

Conformed to Christ’s Image

 Transformed Habits:

Training as Jesus trained 
• Training is not “trying” 

• Spiritual disciplines practiced by Jesus 

 Silence

 Solitude

 Fasting

 Frugality

 Prayer

 Submission

 Sacrifice

 Study 10



Six-Fold Transformation of Being 

Conformed to Christ’s Image

 Transformed Service:

Minister as Jesus ministered 

 Transformed Influence:

Lead the way Jesus led 

 What qualities are apparent in his attitude? 

• Humility – core character trait 

• Submission – loving enough to make himself 

nothing for our sakes 

• Obedience – stayed with the mission clear to death 
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Biblical Qualities of a Disciple

 Disciples must be assured of their salvation by grace 

alone 

 Disciples must learn and understand the principles of 

the Christian life 

 Disciples must obey God’s laws and commands 

 Disciples must represent God in the world

 Disciples must serve other people

 Disciples must reproduce themselves in Christ
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Am I a Disciple?

1. Are you certain that your eternal salvation has been 

determined by your confession of sins and your 

acceptance of Christ’s gift of forgiveness?

2. Do you consistently obey Jesus’ teachings?

3. Do you consistently love other people in practical 

ways, especially fellow followers of Christ?

4. Have you put the attractions and distractions of this 

world in their proper place and focused on knowing, 

loving, and serving God?

5. Do you carry the burdens of following Jesus with joy?
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Am I a Disciple?

6. Do you live in such a way as to show others what the 

Christian life looks like?

7. Do you relate to other Christians consistently, in a 

spiritual setting and for spiritual purposes?

8. Are you sharing your faith in Christ with those who have 

not embraced Him as their Savior?

9. Are you helping other believers to grow spiritually?

10. Do you consistently seek guidance from God in all you 

do? 
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